Comment 2-Benzyl-3-phenyl-1-(pyridin-2-yl)propan-1-one (Scheme I), in the optically active form, was synthesized for use in fast aldol condensations (Nugent et al., 2010). The molecule assumes an approximate propellar shape ( Fig. 1) , with the three aromatic rings being nearly perpendicularly aligned at with respect to the plane formed by the C atoms that are connected to the methine C atom [dihedral angles: pyridyl 79.82 (4), phenyl 80.12 (3), phenyl 86.93 (3)°].
Molecules of the title compound, C 21 H 19 NO, assume an approximate propellar shape, with the three aromatic rings being nearly perpendicularly aligned with respect to the plane formed by the C atoms that are connected to the methine C atom [dihedral angles: pyridyl 79.82 (4) , phenyl 80.12 (3) and phenyl 86.93 (3) ].
Related literature
For background to fast aldol reactions, see: Nugent et al. Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2011); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001); software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010).
Figure 1
Anisotropic displacement ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001) of C 21 H 19 NO at the 70% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. 
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